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The Council maintained that their officers were exempt
from the jurisdiction of the Court in respect of any acts
done by them in connection with the collection of the
revenue.

The Court, on the other hand, maintained that it^was
their duty to entertain actions brought against the officers
for any irregular or oppressive acts with which they might
be charged in the execution of their duty, and that it
was one of the principal objects of the Regulating Act
that such actions should be freely brought against such
officers for such acts.

Two of the judges, Lemaistre and Hyde, were, according
to Impey, restrained by himself and Chambers with the
greatest difficulty from going to the length of saying that
the Regulating Act had transferred all judicial power
from the revenue authorities to the Supreme Court. This
last-mentioned view was, to my mind, not only practically
absurd, but was inconsistent with the concluding words
of section 7, which say in substance that the Governor-
General and Council were to have the same powers as
their predecessors. On the other hand, I think that the
view finally asserted and acted upon by the Supreme
Court, though in practice it turned out to be inconvenient,
expressed the intention of the Act, and was in accordance
with its policy, which was to protect the natives from
oppression; but it was notorious that the principal
oppressions to which they wTere subject were inflicted in
connection with the collection of the land revenue. The
view of the statute taken by the Council would have
rendered the Supreme Court powerless to interfere if a
Provincial Council had extorted by torture sums alleged
to be due as arrears of revenue. The proposal of the
majority to resist the orders of the Court to set Comniaul